
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

12th November 2015 

Writing Workshop - 
Reception 



 
 
 
 

 

Overview 

• Skills addressed in reception year 

• Handwriting 

• Phonics 

• Tricky Words 

• Writing Opportunities in School 

• How to help at home 



Skills children need for 
writing 

 
 Form letters correctly 

 Know how to represent sounds they 
hear in words 

 Know how to break flow of speech 
into words 

 Know how to spell Tricky Words 

 Form sentences 



Handwriting 
 

 Regular arm exercises 

 Daily Handwriting sessions after 
lunch – taught in families 

 Encouragement to hold pencil properly 

 Use of triangular and other age 
appropriate tools 



Phonics 
 

 Hearing all the sounds in the word – 
talking like a robot. 

 Knowing which grapheme represents 
that sound 

 Spaces between words 

 Full stop at end of sentence. 



Phonics 

1. s a t i p n 

2. c k ck e h r m d 

3. g o u l f b 
 

4. ai j oa igh ee or 

5. z w ng v oo oo 

6. y x ch sh th th 

7. qu 

air 

ow 

ure 

oi ue er ar 



Phonics 

• Sounding out words to spell – we talk 
like a robot 

 
• Cat is c-a-t 

• Pond is p-o-n-d 

• Sheep is sh-ee-p 



Phonics 

• We count how many sounds in the word 
and make phoneme frame and put one 
sound in each box. E.g. 

 

 

 

 

sh ee p 
 

 

 

 

 

 

c a t 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

p o n d 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



Phonics 

• Children will begin to do this 
without phoneme frames when 
they write. 

 
• As children sound out their writing will 

be very phonetic. 



Tricky Words and High Frequency 

Words 
 

• Just as we do in reading, Tricky Words 
are taught as spellings but only a few 
in Year R such as 

I, the , a, we, no, go ( plus said and 
love ) 

 
• Once children have learnt to read the 

top 100 High Frequency Words we 
send them home again to learn to spell 
them 



Writing Opportunities in School 

Adult directed activities to 

• build words with a variety of resources. 

• label pictures and write captions 
for pictures. 

• write facts, stories, make books, etc. 

 
• Note: At the start of the year adults will 

scribe under pictures drawn or in books 
made, etc and will celebrate any sound 
that children have heard correctly in a 
word. 



Writing Opportunities in School 

During Child Initiated sessions children are 
encouraged to 

• label models 

• make books, fact and fiction 

• write reports, list, invitations, etc as part 
of role play 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How Can You Help at Home 
• Let children see you write. 
• Have plenty of writing tools and paper available for 

them to use. 

• Encourage them in their interests – make books, etc. 

• Help you by writing a shopping list for example. 
• Show them how to form their letters and hold a 

pencil correctly. 
• When they ask you how to spell –ask what sounds they can 

hear in that word. 
• With tricky words you may need to say that they will 

learn how to spell that when they are a bit older and 
show them. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you 

Now you are invited to look 
at some of the resources 

we use. 


