
Reading 

Workshop
Fairfield Park Lower School 



Intro to Phonics

At Fairfield Park  

we follow the 

Twinkl

Phonics scheme.

We teach 4 

phonemes a week 

with a 

consolidation 

lesson on a Friday.

Level 2  

1. s     a      t     p

2. i n     m    d

3. g    o     c     k  

4. ck e     u     r          

5. h    f     b      l     

Level  3 

1. j    v     w     x 

2. y    z   qu

3. ch sh th ng     

4. ai ee igh oa oo(short) oo (long)

5. ar or     ur ow    oi    

6. ear   air   er ure





Phonemes

 A phoneme is a unit of 

sound in a word. This 

can be made up of one 

or a few letters.

 Initial phonemes are the 

first sound in a word.

 Good for children to 

know the initial 

phoneme in their name 

(these can be different 

to the letter of their 

name)

Great game to 

play at home! Can 

you find me 

something 

beginning with?



Blending



Segmenting



Phoneme Frames

f o g Sh o p



Phonics… Level 3

•Digraphs

•Two letters make one sound, 

•e.g. sh, ai, ee, oo, ng, qu, th

E.g.  sh-ee-p,   

g-oa-t, 

s-ai-l.



Encouraging Phonics in their 

early writing.

In Reception children are encouraged to use their phonics 

to sound out words as they hear them.

For example a list of food may look like:

• joos

• choona

• milc

• orinj

Please encourage this fabulous sounding out and not an emphasis 

on the correct spelling.



Tricky and High Frequency Words

to
These words are taught 

separately as they do not 

apply the phonics rules.

These can be learnt through

songs and games.

the

was

no

said

Sometimes it is good to explain 

that in certain books a font or 

letter may look different.



Individual Reading Books

 Colour bands

 Lilac – beginning of reading journey

 Pink – CVC blending 

(2a/2b)

 Red – application of digraphs 

(3a, b, c, d, e)

 Yellow – evolving fluency



Individual Reading Books

Lilac –

Wordless books

• Using the pictures

• Discussion around the 

story/content

• What happens next?

• Link with own 

experiences.



Individual Reading Books

Pink
 Using phonics to         

sound out 

(be patient)

 Comprehension

 Punctuation

 Vocabulary

 High frequency word

 Not always reading whole 
book



Individual Reading Books



Individual Reading Books

 Red / yellow

 Further punctuation

 Increasing range of vocabulary

 Phonics extends to alternative spellings of sounds 
(graphemes) eg: ee, ea, y and phase 4 sounds.

 Uses phonic, semantic and syntactic knowledge to 
understand unfamiliar vocabulary – relating words to 
their meanings and using knowledge of rules and 
patterns in words to work them out. 

 Read phonically regular words of more than 1 syllable 
as well as many irregular but high frequency words 

 Comprehension - Describes the main events in the 
simple stories.

• More sustained reading.



Home/ School Reading 

Record Books

•Please aim to read at 
home at least 3 x a 
week

•Comments in the 
Reading Record 

•We aim to change 2 
times a week. 
Children will become 
independent in 
changing books 
throughout year.

• Please encourage to 
read the book more 
than once to develop 

fluency.



Other Reading Opportunities

Guided Reading

Reading in child 

initiated 

learning

Brilliant books sessions!



Writing

Use same strategies as for reading

Lots of encouragement – using phonics 

for sounding out and encouraging use 

of robot arms. 

We use lowercase letters apart from at 

the beginning of the sentence and 

names etc.

Let children see you writing.



Writing

•We do our arm exercise regularly 

including Dough Disco.

•We practise handwriting daily.

•We encourage correct pencil grip.



Writing in Class

Children encouraged to write in their 

Child Initiated Learning by

• Labelling models

• Writing books

• Writing reports

• Message Centre

• Making lists, etc, etc



How to Help at Home

 Read a range of books to your child and 

words in the environment.

 Practise reading books with your child at 

least 3 times a week

 Develop comprehension skills

 Look for phonemes around the house on 

food packaging etc.



Children May Get Stuck !!

Not all children progress at the 

same rate.

We monitor progress in class 

and provide individual support 

as necessary

Talk to a member of our team



Top Tips for Autumn Term: 

Remember to refer to the letter sound and not the 

letter name:

a as in apple instead of ABC

 Practise name writing

 Please promote correct pencil grip

 Finding phonemes around the house



Thank you for attending.

We hope this information may 

help and any questions please ask 

the class teacher.


