
 

 

‘Safeguarding is everyone’s business.’ 

Designated safeguarding lead is Mrs J Stone  

Through the eyes of a child! 

Oh, what a busy morning! I've been playing with the dough 

and with a little help upon a card I learnt to sew. 

I helped my friend, nurse Sarah, to perform an operation, 

then fixed the track together for my train  

and built the station. 

I popped inside the home corner to make a cup of tea, 

and stood beside the cooker making lunch for twenty-three. 

I completed three whole jigsaws and played a new board game, 

and had a turn on all the bikes and the slide and climbing frame. 

I counted out the biscuits at milk and snack time. 

Then listened to a story and sang some nursery rhymes. 

But now the morning's over and the grown-ups are all waiting, 

I hope someone doesn't say 

"I wish you had done a painting". 

Valuing Children 

Valuing Achievement 

  Valuing Our Community 

Valuing Values for Life 

We welcome you to our warm and nurturing school, we are 

proud of our awards, our pupil’s achievements, our happy      

atmosphere, and our caring and dedicated staff who build 

strong relationships with families.  

It is key to build these solid foundations in EYFS to ensure 

your child loves learning and has a successful educational ca-

reer. We are proud to be part of that journey along with you as 

their first educators.  

Fairfield Park Lower School 

Early Years  

Foundation Stage 
Nursery and Reception 
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We welcome you to Fairfield Park Lower School nursery and reception 

classes. 

This handbook is designed to give you a flavour of the Early Years 

Foundation Stage in our school and what we offer to your child. 

Our main aim is to ensure that children enjoy coming to school and 

that they become independent and excited learners. That they feel safe 

and secure, become absorbed and engaged and that they develop to their 

full potential . 

Learning in Early Years 

‘The ways in which the child engages with 

other people and their environment —playing 

and exploring, active learning, and creative 

and thinking critically—underpin learning 

and development across all areas and support 

the child to remain an effective and           

motivated learner’ (Curriculum  

Guidance for the Foundation Stage , 2012) 

Literacy 

 Share books, stories, comics and non-fiction. Set aside some time when 

the TV is turned off and you can both enjoy this time together. 

 Recognise print in the wider environment. E.g. M—MacDonald's, road 

signs, shop names, etc. 

 Give opportunities to see you read and write—lists, cards, letters etc. Let 

them make marks and value their attempts as scribbling is the beginning 

of writing. 

 Show the correct way to form their letters when they are ready and help 

them to recognise and then write their name. We encourage lower case 

letters except the initial letter in a name or at the start of a sentence. 

 

Mathematics 

 Support your child in recognising colours, shapes, sizes and the time of 

day. 

 Count doors, windows, cars, etc. as you go to the shops or park , etc. 

 Let them help to lay the table, counting out what is needed. 

 Look at door numbers, birthdays, car number plates. 

 Play games involving counting steps and taking turns. 

 Use sand and water games to play measuring games. 

 Pretend play with money. 

 

Understanding the World 

 Give your child time to explain things in their own words. 

 Let them give their own ideas and opinions on the world. 

 Take them to places of interest such as parks, rivers, etc. to broaden their 

experiences. 

 Encourage them to ask questions. 

 Help them to see that there are lots of different people in our world to 

support cultural awareness and tolerance.  

 Provide opportunities to explore different technologies. 

 We are all unique. 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

 Allow your child to draw, colour, paint, cut and stick if possible. 

 Let them listen to different kinds of music,  

 Encourage them to use Duplo, stickle bricks, etc. 

 Give them a chance to dress up and act out stories. 



Assisting with your child’s learning 

It is a well known fact that the more support a child gets with his/ her learning, 

the better he / she will achieve. 

At Fairfield Park Lower we are highly committed to working with parents to 

help support each child at home. Here are a few suggestions for how to support 

your child’s learning and development at home: 

Communication and Language 

 Allow some time in the day when laptops, IPads, Phones, etc are turned 

off and talk is high profile. 

 Provide lots of social interaction and talk around the dinner table. 

 Encourage your child to speak clearly and hold a conversation. 

 Help them to listen to others, to stories and to recordings. 

 Join in pretend play / small world to encourage expressive language. 

 Let them talk about their interests, helping them to express ideas and 

feelings. 

 Encourage a wide rich vocabulary—use challenging words to broaden 

their knowledge. 

 Encourage them to follow simple instructions. 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 Encourage them to play and share with other children. 

 Leave them with friends or family without you for an hour or so. 

 Give them time to get themselves dressed, put on their coat, etc. 

 Help them to manage their own toilet routine and personal hygiene. 

 Listen to any worries or concerns in a calm way and reassure them. 

 Praise achievements when they have tried their best. 

 Encourage them to ‘have a go’ / encourage resilience. 

 

Physical development 

 Encourage your child with fine motor activities such as puzzles, 

threading, using construction kits, etc. 

 Help to hold a pencil correctly, 

 Let them climb, balance, swing, scoot. Ride a bicycle to develop body 

strength and stamina 

 Throw, catch, kick a ball, etc. to aid good coordination. 

 Encourage a healthy diet. 

Children are at the centre of everything we do at Fairfield Park Lower 

School. During their Foundation Stage they will have the opportunity to: 

 Explore learning experiences that help them to make sense of their 

world 

 Develop ideas, concepts and skills 

 Learn self control and understand the needs for rules 

 Play alone or cooperatively, talking about their ideas 

 Solve problems and learn from mistakes 

 Think creatively and imaginatively 

The adults role is to support this by: 

 Providing a challenging and stimulating learning environment 

 Supporting children’s learning though planned activities, provision 

and play. 

 Extending children’s own learning and exploration. 

 Developing children’s language and communication skills 

including their ability to listen and respond to others in a positive 

way. 

 Observing, assessing and reporting on children’s progress, giving 

additional support and challenge where necessary. 



Early Years Foundation Stage Education 

The nursery and reception years are known as the Early Years Foundation 

Stage because of the essential building blocks laid down at this important 

time. 

Our curriculum is based on the National Early Years Foundation Stage 

(EYFS) curriculum. Within each session there will be an age stage 

appropriate balance of learning as a whole class, learning as part of a small 

group, learning as an individual or with a partner and children then 

practising and applying their skills, linked to their own interests and 

curiosities. 

Sessions are planned to ensure opportunities for development in the seven 

areas of development which are: 

Communication and Language  

Development to develop their skills in 

speaking, listening and  

understanding.  

Physical Development to develop 

skills and control in both gross 

and fine motor. 

Personal, Social and Emotional  

Development to create a positive self 

image and form good relationships 

with both children and adults. 

 
Poppyfields is located on the school site:  The school liaise closely 

with Poppyfields who provide the following services in The Pavil-

ion for EYFS and KS1 children.   (KS2 children run by main 

school) 

 Breakfast club for school children at Dickens Boulevard 

 After school club for school children at Dickens Boulevard 

 Wrap around care for children who attend our nursery at 

Dickens Boulevard 

We meet regularly with the Poppyfields team to ensure smooth 

transitions for the children.  

If you wish to register your child with Poppyfields please phone 

01462 830008 or email poppies_poppyfields@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If your child is allocated at our Ruskin Drive site we also offer 

alternative provision for before and after school in our Penguins 

class.  

Children can also access Dawn til Dusk which is a separate pro-

vider for such care from Nursery to KS2. If you wish to register 

please go to the website www.kidsdawntildusk.co.uk 

Sport clubs and are also available in the school hall from reception 

to KS2 before and after school. 



Fairfield Park Lower School is a ‘Values School’ 

 

We follow a Values-based approach to teaching that works with core values. It 

creates a strong learning environment that enhances academic achievement, 

and develops students' social and relationship skills that last throughout 

their lives. Our core values are respect, responsibility and trust. 

 

The positive learning environment is achieved through the positive values 

modelled by staff throughout the school. 

 

Reception children attend whole school assemblies two times per week with 

one of  those assemblies being to specifically celebrate successes within the 

classroom through our Golden Good News. The children receive a certificate 

from the Headteacher for some exceptional work or for specifically following 

our values such as being honest or working in a team. We also hold monthly 

‘Special Assemblies’ when children share their outstanding achievements. 

 

Every week, each class teacher will nominate a  ‘Super Citizen’ to meet the 

Headteacher for afternoon tea. Again these are pupils who have been 

particularly following the school values. 

Literacy to develop reading, comprehension  and 

writing skills. Here the       children in reception 

class have built a den and are sharing their 

favourite books. 

Mathematics to develop and encourage 

exploration of number, shape and  

measure. The children have made a   

fireman’s ladder and are counting the 

rungs. 

Understanding the World to develop a 

growing awareness of the world and to 

encourage curiosity. 

Expressive Arts and Design to develop 

expression in all areas of the arts. 

Some boys in Snowy Owl class are 

gathering props together to retell the 

story of The Gruffalo. 

Literacy to develop reading, comprehen-

sion  and writing skills. Here the       

children in reception class have built a 

den and are sharing their favourite 

books. 



Reception Session Times 

8:45 am—15:20 pm 

(with lunchtime from 11:45 am to 13:00) 

Please be punctual! 

Please ensure that you bring your 

child in on time and collect on time.  

It can be distressing for your child if 

you do not.   

Another adult picking up! 

If another adult is picking up other 

than those listed on your              

registration form then please let us 

know in advance and complete one 

of our ’Picking-up Arrangement’ 

forms (including if your child   

attends Poppyfields).    

Contact Details 

It is also important that your contact 

details are kept up to date so that  we 

can always get hold of you in an 

emergency.   

Sharing celebrations 

Parents will be invited to various celebrations throughout the year. These 

include a Christmas Production, Class Assemblies and Sports Day. Please 

look at the web site and the year planner at the start of the academic year for 

specific dates and times. 

 

 

 



Working in Partnership with Parents 

We have an open door policy and are available to speak to before and after 

school. We ask parents to say goodbye at the cloakroom door in the 

mornings.  The teacher will always be available on the door.  Another staff 

member will be in the classroom to welcome the children to start their day.  

We meet with parents through regularly the year.  This could be at a coffee 

mornings at the beginning of the year as part of our transition process.  This 

gives yourselves and children the opportunity to meet staff and get to know 

each other. We also offer opportunities to come and join your child for ‘stay 

and play’ sessions where you can come and join in with their play and 

learning. Other opportunities include parents consultations, assemblies and 

workshops such as phonics and maths to name a few. 

Whilst in nursery the children will select 

a library book and reading book that they 

will bring home to share 

with their family. Books 

will be changed on a weekly 

basis. They will also be 

given ‘Sound Packs’ to help 

them practise their phonic sounds in 

preparation for reading and writing.  

During their reception year children will be given 

a reading book to practise their reading skills with 

you at home. This may be changed several times 

per week. To support reading fluency, they will be 

given High Frequency Words to practise reading 

by sight each week. Reception children will also 

visit the school library each week to select a book 

that they can share with you at home to encourage 

reading for enjoyment. 

Nursery Session Times 

9:00 am—15:o0 pm—30hr session 

9:00am—12:00pm—morning session 

12:00-3:00pm—afternoon session 

Lunch club can be added as a top up option for 

morning or afternoon children 

Lunch meals can be ordered in advance and paid 

for via School Grid. 

30hr funding 

We offer 30hr funded places to our nursery 

aged children.  

Hours are for a full day 9.00am-15:00pm with 

lunch.  You may top up with wrap around care 

before and after these hours at an extra cost 

To find out if you are eligible please go to: 

Www.gov.uk/30hrfunding 

Wrap around care 

Wrap around care at Ruskin Drive  run by in 

house  Penguin staff     

8:00—9:00am 

3:00pm until either 4:00pm or 5:00pm 

Wrap care for  Dickens Boulevard children is at  

Poppyfields  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Uniform 

 

Maroon sweatshirt, cardigan or fleece,  

Grey shorts, trousers, skirts, pinafore, pink and white 

dress in  summer  

White polo shirts 

Black school shoes without laces 

PE—white polo. shorts or joggers 

Book bag, P.E. bag, cap, water bottle 

 

Snack 

All children are offered a fruit snack and milk during the day. This is a very 

sociable part of the session where children are encouraged to try fruit they would not 

normally try. Children bring a water bottle to school every day and are encouraged 

to drink water at key times of the day. 

 

Lunchtime 

Children in reception class are all now eligible for a free school 

meal. Menus are available from the school office. Meals are 

booked in advance using School Grid. Please see welcome pack 

for more information.  

Children who do not want a hot dinner can bring in a packed 

lunch which should be healthy and not contain nuts, chocolate 

or fizzy drinks. If you are providing a packed lunch, please 

remember that they are still little and do not need one of 

everything!! 

For Nursery children the above applies but for hot meals there 

will be a cost . 

Children of parents who would previously have been eligible for 

free school meals may still be eligible for extra funding whilst 


